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opulent and civilised. The invention of firearms, an invention which at first sight appears to be so pernicious, is certainly favourable to the permanency and extension of civilisation." And since Adam Smith wrote this argument has increased in force at an increasing rate ; witness the expense of a single big gun, a single battleship, or a single railway for strategic purposes ; or consider in gross the enormous military expenditure of every civilised state. If we wish to compare the real military power of modern nations, e.g. Russia, France, and Germany, we have to take account of their wealth and population, and also of the internal organisation by which this potential power of numbers and wealth may be brought to bear on military needs. If the colonies are in earnest in wishing to co-operate in making the defence of the empire absolutely secure, they must realise that in modern times national or imperial power is increased by everything that increases the numbers and wealth of the empire as a whole, and by everything that unites more closely the various parts.
Apart from the consideration of defence, there are other objects of political union which can be most effectively achieved on a large scale. The resources which are the ultimate reserves of military power are also the resources from which must be met the growing social needs of the community. The rise in the standard of life and the standard of comfort of the masses of the people is only possible with a continuous increase in the productive powers of the society. The most efficient cause of the prosperity of